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Abstract

A Buddhist Perspective on Digital Humans

Yang Sungcheol(Ven, Boihl)

This study is a consideration seeking to present a Buddhist perspective
on ‘digital humans’ among cutting-edge technological innovations in the
‘Fourth Industrial Revolution’. This approach is necessary because the
high-level human image realization ability of digital human technology is
expected to affect not only the cultural aspect but also the religious and
philosophical aspects of mankind in the future. Conversely, it would also be
possible to raise human philosophical and religious questions from a new
perspective through digital humans. Just as positive or negative perspectives
arise whenever most of the latest science and technology emerge, there are
also bound to be both bright and dark sides of ‘digital human’ technology.
In other words, two extreme perspectives may be raised. From a Buddhist
perspective, both the negative function of this technology as a tool for
extending bad karma to humans and its positive function as the ‘skillful
means’ of practicing the bodhisattva path of Mahayana Buddhism can be
considered.

To establish a Buddhist perspective on digital humans, this paper
considers the current status of the development of digital human technology
as well as its Buddhist philosophical meaning, and reviews passages

serving as grounds for an argument for digital human technology in the
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Jor

metaverse, which appear in various Mahayana scriptures. And by
considering the development direction of digital human technology and
some cases of its actual application, this paper seeks to emphasize that this
discussion is not a ‘conceptual elaboration’ but a daily routine taking place

around us and one of today’s issues.
Keywords © The ‘Fourth Industrial Revolution, Digital human, Metaverse, Skillful

means, Bodhisattva path.
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Abstract

Buddhism and Sexuality

- Is it the Realm of Practice or the Realm of Happiness?

Heo, Nam Kyol

“The symbol of Buddhist practice (H5%{&17) is celibacy.” The Buddha
taught that the greatest obstacle on the path to enlightenment is sexual
desire. To that extent, sexual desire is a scary and dangerous instinct, and at
the same time, it is a gift from nature that anyone can use for their own
happiness. We need to be aware that the time has come when we need to be
on the lookout for both sexuality in Buddhism that is limited only to the
realm of training and to be dismissed only as the realm of happiness. The
Four Sections of Buddhists (PUESASR) are a broad community concept that
encompass Buddhist Monks and Lay Buddhists. There are celibate
Buddhist Monks where sex is prohibited, while there are the married or
unmarried Lay Buddhists, where sex is allowed. Moreover, it is a global
trend that homosexuality and third sex should be recognized in terms of
rights. Of course, they too have no choice but to be included in the general
Buddhists. Now is the era of Eudemonism, where individual rights and
choices are emphasized. Typically, people are cautious discussing Buddhist
Monk sexuality, but there is a possibility that the winds of change are
blowing in the Buddhist world in some way. An honest conversation

between Sangha (f&ffll), who sees and controls sexuality as the realm of
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‘practice’, and “lay devotee,” (1£5%) who views and allows sex as the realm
of ‘happiness’ is requested. Sexuality is an eternal moral dilemma that
cannot only be prevented or allowed without restrictions. Now, I would like
to point out that sexuality is beginning to be recognized by all Buddhist
practitioners from the realm of ‘practices or morals’ to ‘the realm of
happiness and rights’. This study replaces the conclusion by raising the
question that only when Religion is a teaching of the past, a reflection of the
present, and a compass for the future, it will be able to maintain its own

vitality.
Keywords © Enlightenment, Sexual Desire, The Realm Of Practice, Rights And

Choices, The Realm Of Happiness, Moral Dilemma
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Abstract

Suicide and Buddhist Perspectives in Contemporary

Korean Society

- Focusing on common roles of religious and social communities -

Lee, Pum Soo

Recently, Korean society has been struggling with the most serious
suicide problem in the OECD for the past 18 years. This suicide phenomenon
in Korea is an anomie-type suicide that occurs in a crisis in which the
collective order or norms are weakened by serious social change as argued
by Durkheim.

Prior to industrialization in the 1960s, Korean society was a society that
believed in a culture and religion centered on a traditional family community,
with strong group-orientation based on strong familialism, and familiar
with obedience and obedience. However, since modernization, the drastic
changes in our society are forcing changes that are difficult to bear on
members of the society, producing many left behind. It is disrupting the
traditional social community upon which members of Korean society
depended and transforming the past social order or norm into a form that is
difficult to reverse.

Nevertheless, the countermeasures for countermeasures against the high
suicide rate in Korean society were still revolving around the medical

field-centered solution based on the individual attributable theory. In
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addition, the religious community, who is stingy with a weak role, is also in
a position to respond to the phenomenon of hollowing out the role of the
traditional family community due to the damage of the traditional social
community.

Fortunately, recently, as an alternative to suicide prevention measures,
the society responsible for the anomalous situation has emerged to take care
of its members and restore their sense of belonging and presence as a
member of society.

Recently, government organizations such as the National Assembly’s
Suicide Prevention Forum and the government’s Life Movement Policy
Private Council have come forward, and religious and private social
organizations such as the Korean Religious People’s Solidarity, Buddhist
Counseling Development Center, Korea Life Movement Union, and
Respect for Life Citizens’ Association have joined forces. The suicide
prevention project is expected to provide a starting point for reducing the
suicide rate in Korea.

In particular, Buddhism in Korean society, in association with civic
groups, has become common in the form of a religious community, a form
of strengthening the new family community, a form of religious and cultural
solidarity with civil society, a religious and cultural form of developing
spirituality, and a form of adaptation in the cyber age, it is necessary to
strengthen the role of the Buddhist social community, which has become
vulnerable, to restore the vitality of Korean society and to contribute to the

suicide prevention movement.
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Abstract

The Seonja During the Time from the End of Shilla to
the Beginning of Goryeo Appearing in
‘Gyeongdeokjeondeungrok’

Sin, Myunghee(Ven, Jungun)

‘Gyeongdeokjeondeungrok’ is a book that had been written by the
Buddhist monk Dowon of the Fayan School in the year 1004. There are 30
volumes of this book. It has been mentioning about the whereabouts and the
affinity opportunities of 1701 Buddhist monks from the 7 Buddhas in the
past to the 28th generation of the Seocheon, to the Dongto 6 jo, and until
reaching the Beopanmunik. However, although it conveys only the
whereabouts of 951 Buddhist monks and only their names other than these,
it is an important book of Zen Buddhism that has recorded the historical
facts. Although, in the beginning of the Tang Dynasty, the non-Zen
Buddhism had been developed, after the middle period, with the Zen
Buddhism developing, the Buddhist monks, too, during the time from the
end of Shilla to the beginning of Goryeo had done the zen and had received
the Buddhist doctrine by going over to China. Although, among the Zen
Buddhists (performers) who had received Buddha's teaching, there had
been the Buddhist monks, too, the great kings, too, have been included.
Although, during the last period of Shilla, the Buddhist monks had received
Buddha's teaching from the Buddhist monks of the Namak faction, entering
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into the beginning of Goryeo, most of them had been the cases in which
they had received Buddha's teaching from the Buddhist monks of the
Cheongwon faction. The whereabouts of the Buddhist monks during the
time from the end of Shilla to the beginning of Goryeo appearing in
‘Gyeongdeokjeondeungrok’ are the important materials for the research,

too, of the history of Korean Buddhism.

Keywords © ‘Gyeongdeokjeondeungrok’, the time from the end of Shilla to the
beginning of Goryeo, Zen Buddhist, Buddhist doctrine, Zen
Buddhism.
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