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Abstract

The Improvement of Buddhist Priesthood Education

— With a focus on unmun Buddhist Seminary —

Kwon Dong—Soon(Ven. Wonbub)

A Buddhist seminary today is a basic educational institution that has
inherited the tradition of Gangwon education that began in Joseon. Based
on discussions about the reduction of those who enter the Buddhist
priesthood, the image of Buddhist priesthood in modern times, the image of
those who enter the Buddhist priesthood, and Buddhist service for
education as an outcome, this study set out to investigate improvement
measures with a focus on unmun Buddhist Seminary. The Seminary has
changed its asceticism environment according to the reduction and aging of
people entering the Buddhist priesthood, the decrease of Woonryeok
following social and cultural changes, and the learning of rituals based on a
list of voluntary manners. They represent the reinterpretation of the
tradition that began at the root, changes to the asceticism environment
based on expansion to review the old and learn the new, and a future
direction to follow. The Seminary's old education system was also replaced
with a credit system in which the students were required to complete 34
required and elective courses at the educational institution throughout the
curriculum. After putting together issues raised in the process, the
investigator put an emphasis on a couple of improvement measures

including the management of a specialized and segmented adversity team,
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full-scope supports for the team, and continuous production of intellectual
Buddhist priests to master humanities and sciences instead of focusing on
degrees. In addition, the study proposed a few ways to reach realization
through clean Buddhist priesthood such as publishing an introduction to
Buddhism and reciting Gyebons for novice and Buddhist nuns in addition
to those of Bodhisattva Brahmajala Sutra. Furthermore, the study proposed
more improvement measures for Buddhist priesthood education including
opportunities for actual Chamgu at Seonbang during the study and the
curriculum of Jongchegiyong to incorporate community service activities

such as hospice into the school system.

Keywords © Buddhist service for educational reform, unmun Buddhist
Seminary, review the old and learn the new, Jongchegiyong, list of

manners
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